
Adjudication Survey Results 
Upper Clark Fork River Basin Steering Committee 

April 2006 
 
Survey Data 
• 181 surveys were mailed, 112 to Flint Creek and 69 to Blackfoot sub-basins.   
• 11 letters returned because of bad addresses, 10 from Flint Creek and 1 from 

the Blackfoot.   
• 31 (18%) surveys completed and returned. 
 
Survey Question 1 
• Do you hold a pre-1973 water right from the State of Montana? 

– The majority of respondents answered “yes.” 
 
Survey Question 2 
• What water uses are provided by your water rights? 

– The water uses in order of most use were: irrigation, stockwater, and 
domestic. 

– No responses to mining and other uses.   
 
Survey Question 3 
• Have you or your representative participated in the statewide adjudication of 

water rights?  
– Half responded  “yes,”  
– Half said either “no,” “don’t know” or left this question blank. 

 
Survey Question 4 
• If the previous answer was yes, how have you participated?  

– The majority either filed a claim or filed an objection to a claim.  
– Others hired an attorney, and a couple testified in a hearing. 

 
Survey Question 5 
• What is the estimated cost of your participation in the adjudication process in 

time and dollars?  
– A few people said $500 while other expenses were listed at $60, $100, 

$600, $800, $1500, $2000, $3800, 5,000, $100,000.  
– Only a few responded to the time involved. Some of the hours listed were 

25hrs, 40hrs, 80hrs.  
 
Survey Question 6 
• Is your pre-1973 water right included in a water right decree issued by the 

Montana Water Court in the current state-wide adjudication process?  
– The majority responded “yes” that their pre-1973 water right was issued in a 

water right decree by the Montana Water Court. 
 



Survey Question 7 
• On a scale of 1 to 10 with 1 meaning very dissatisfied and 10 meaning 

extremely satisfied, how would you rate the adjudication process?  
– Left blank: 23%. Some said the adjudication process was non applicable. 
– 1: 17% 
– 2: 17% 
– 3: 3 % 
– 4: 10% 
– 5: 23% 
– 7: 7% 
– zero responses from 8-10. 

 
Survey Question 8 
• Do you expect that completion of the adjudication will make your use of water 

easier, harder, or have no effect?  
– Majority replied that it will make water use harder.  

 
Survey Question 9 
• How will completion of the adjudication affect your use of water? 

– One respondent said easier because adjudication would “protect current 
water rights and document actual use prior to 1973.”  

– Most said harder for the following reasons: 
• Combining several decrees into one is not practical and not historical in 

use. 
• More complicated, more expensive but more secure. 
• More paperwork, wasted time, no help. 
• Installation of measuring devices. 
• Lose the use of some water. 
• More bureaucratic, less collaboration with local users. 

 
Survey Question 10 
• Is your water right regularly administered by a water commissioner?  

– The majority responded “no.”  
 
Survey Question 11 
• Would you support requiring all water rights holders in the decree that the 

commissioner is enforcing to help pay for the commissioner?  
– The majority responded “yes.”  

 
Survey Question 12 
• Do you expect that enforcing your water right(s) will be easier or harder after 

the adjudication process is completed?  
– The majority said it would be harder after the adjudication process. 

 
Survey Question 13 
• Should the DNRC be more active in enforcing water rights?   



– Most said that the DNRC should be more active in enforcing water rights. 
 
Survey Question 14 
• About how much time and money have you spent defending your water rights? 

– For the majority, there was zero cost in defending water rights.  
– Some mentioned the following costs and hours:  

• $500 (2) 
• ~$1000(5) 
• $2,000 
• $12,000(2) 
• $25,000 
• $28,000 
• Over 100,000 

– Hrs 10 
– Hrs over 100 

 
Survey Question 15 
• Do you feel that your water right is threatened by interests in Montana?   

– Majority feels their water right is threatened by interests in Montana and in 
downstream states. 

 
Survey Question 16 
• Other comments or concerns about the adjudication process or how water 

rights are currently administered? 
– Local process is not contentious now. Will it be after the adjudication? 
– Development pressure is not legally available water. 
– Adjudication process is a tax on water for which I have a legal right, and 

this confirms that the DNRC is not doing its job. Why would adjudication be 
necessary had DNRC already kept its files current and accurate? 

– Concerned about losing my local control. 
– Water rights now are administered appropriately. A new adjudication will 

complete upheaval of system. Too complicated and too large of an area to 
administer. 

– Get it done once and for all. 
– From my personal experience] water rights ran through the courts twice. [I] 

see no need to go through courts again. 
– New decrees will be a huge unknown to most of us. There will be more and 

more pressure on current water users due to changes in population and 
land use.” 

– Hiring more people and spending more money on this process in all 
likelihood will create a bigger mess than we are already in. If recent history 
is any indication of what we right holders are facing, God help us. 

– Original decree dates should be considered. [For example,] Flint Creek was 
decreed in 1906. Lower Flint Creek in 1909. Lower valley users with prior 
rights could have appeared in court in 1906 but chose not to. Therefore, 
their priority dates should not prevail over later dates decreed in 1906. 



– The water rights are better administered by the District Courts than by any 
bureaucratic arm of the government such as the DNRC. 

– It’s working now why change it? It appears the ‘new process’ is going to be 
an attorney’s ‘heyday’ and give several more jobs. Someone will have to 
pay for them. 

– I question what has been done with our adjudication tax. We were told that 
action would take place in fall 2005. To date nothing has happened. Is our 
money being misused? 

– My concern is that if the irrigation is changed any with a new decree the 
entire system will fail, as it has worked fairly well for 100 years plus. 

– DNRC doesn’t seem to do much as it is. So it is hard to assess the benefit 
of an expanded role. 

– [The] system appears to be manipulated by certain moneyed special 
interest groups [which is] a conflict of interest [between] government and 
special interest groups. 

– It’s a joke. 
– DNRC will not enforce without an attorney raising hell. [It] should not be this 

way. 


	Adjudication Survey Results
	Upper Clark Fork River Basin Steering Committee
	April 2006

	Survey Data
	• 181 surveys were mailed, 112 to Flint Creek and 69 to Blackfoot sub-basins.  
	• 11 letters returned because of bad addresses, 10 from Flint Creek and 1 from the Blackfoot.  
	• 31 (18%) surveys completed and returned.

	Survey Question 1
	• Do you hold a pre-1973 water right from the State of Montana?
	– The majority of respondents answered “yes.”


	Survey Question 2
	• What water uses are provided by your water rights?
	– The water uses in order of most use were: irrigation, stockwater, and domestic.
	– No responses to mining and other uses.  


	Survey Question 3
	• Have you or your representative participated in the statewide adjudication of water rights? 
	– Half responded  “yes,” 
	– Half said either “no,” “don’t know” or left this question blank.


	Survey Question 4
	• If the previous answer was yes, how have you participated? 
	– The majority either filed a claim or filed an objection to a claim. 
	– Others hired an attorney, and a couple testified in a hearing.


	Survey Question 5
	• What is the estimated cost of your participation in the adjudication process in time and dollars? 
	– A few people said $500 while other expenses were listed at $60, $100, $600, $800, $1500, $2000, $3800, 5,000, $100,000. 
	– Only a few responded to the time involved. Some of the hours listed were 25hrs, 40hrs, 80hrs. 


	Survey Question 6
	• Is your pre-1973 water right included in a water right decree issued by the Montana Water Court in the current state-wide adjudication process? 
	– The majority responded “yes” that their pre-1973 water right was issued in a water right decree by the Montana Water Court.


	Survey Question 7
	• On a scale of 1 to 10 with 1 meaning very dissatisfied and 10 meaning extremely satisfied, how would you rate the adjudication process? 
	– Left blank: 23%. Some said the adjudication process was non applicable.
	– 1: 17%
	– 2: 17%
	– 3: 3 %
	– 4: 10%
	– 5: 23%
	– 7: 7%
	– zero responses from 8-10.


	Survey Question 8
	• Do you expect that completion of the adjudication will make your use of water easier, harder, or have no effect? 
	– Majority replied that it will make water use harder. 


	Survey Question 9
	• How will completion of the adjudication affect your use of water?
	– One respondent said easier because adjudication would “protect current water rights and document actual use prior to 1973.” 
	– Most said harder for the following reasons:
	• Combining several decrees into one is not practical and not historical in use.
	• More complicated, more expensive but more secure.
	• More paperwork, wasted time, no help.
	• Installation of measuring devices.
	• Lose the use of some water.
	• More bureaucratic, less collaboration with local users.



	Survey Question 10
	• Is your water right regularly administered by a water commissioner? 
	– The majority responded “no.” 


	Survey Question 11
	• Would you support requiring all water rights holders in the decree that the commissioner is enforcing to help pay for the commissioner? 
	– The majority responded “yes.” 


	Survey Question 12
	• Do you expect that enforcing your water right(s) will be easier or harder after the adjudication process is completed? 
	– The majority said it would be harder after the adjudication process.


	Survey Question 13
	• Should the DNRC be more active in enforcing water rights?  
	– Most said that the DNRC should be more active in enforcing water rights.


	Survey Question 14
	• About how much time and money have you spent defending your water rights?
	– For the majority, there was zero cost in defending water rights. 
	– Some mentioned the following costs and hours: 
	• $500 (2)
	• ~$1000(5)
	• $2,000
	• $12,000(2)
	• $25,000
	• $28,000
	• Over 100,000

	– Hrs 10
	– Hrs over 100


	Survey Question 15
	• Do you feel that your water right is threatened by interests in Montana?  
	– Majority feels their water right is threatened by interests in Montana and in downstream states.


	Survey Question 16
	• Other comments or concerns about the adjudication process or how water rights are currently administered?
	– Local process is not contentious now. Will it be after the adjudication?
	– Development pressure is not legally available water.
	– Adjudication process is a tax on water for which I have a legal right, and this confirms that the DNRC is not doing its job. Why would adjudication be necessary had DNRC already kept its files current and accurate?
	– Concerned about losing my local control.
	– Water rights now are administered appropriately. A new adjudication will complete upheaval of system. Too complicated and too large of an area to administer.
	– Get it done once and for all.
	– From my personal experience] water rights ran through the courts twice. [I] see no need to go through courts again.
	– New decrees will be a huge unknown to most of us. There will be more and more pressure on current water users due to changes in population and land use.”
	– Hiring more people and spending more money on this process in all likelihood will create a bigger mess than we are already in. If recent history is any indication of what we right holders are facing, God help us.
	– Original decree dates should be considered. [For example,] Flint Creek was decreed in 1906. Lower Flint Creek in 1909. Lower valley users with prior rights could have appeared in court in 1906 but chose not to. Therefore, their priority dates should not prevail over later dates decreed in 1906.
	– The water rights are better administered by the District Courts than by any bureaucratic arm of the government such as the DNRC.
	– It’s working now why change it? It appears the ‘new process’ is going to be an attorney’s ‘heyday’ and give several more jobs. Someone will have to pay for them.
	– I question what has been done with our adjudication tax. We were told that action would take place in fall 2005. To date nothing has happened. Is our money being misused?
	– My concern is that if the irrigation is changed any with a new decree the entire system will fail, as it has worked fairly well for 100 years plus.
	– DNRC doesn’t seem to do much as it is. So it is hard to assess the benefit of an expanded role.
	– [The] system appears to be manipulated by certain moneyed special interest groups [which is] a conflict of interest [between] government and special interest groups.
	– It’s a joke.
	– DNRC will not enforce without an attorney raising hell. [It] should not be this way.




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


